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band, the brother, or the boy friend. Such competition is often evident in sibling
rivalry.
Closely allied to the mechanism of identification is the related motive of
protest. This is a denial of the feminine role as if the unconscious were saying,
"You see, I can even be a soldier, truly serve in a man's job." Undoubtedly,
this sometimes took the form of aggressive behavior as if the unconscious were
saying, "See here, husband, brother, father, I'll show you I'm as good as you are.
I'll join the Army, too." One might well include in this constellation an ag-
gressiveness against the mother who had different hopes and aspirations for her
daughter.
Still another motive may have been the need to find a sense of security.
This was sometimes fostered further by a sense of boredom or lonesomeness
in the woman's civilian role. Joining the WAC was a way of helping the war
effort in a commendable fashion which was reasonably safe. It would also give
her something to do and provide her, as it does all soldiers, with the security
and satisfaction of passively receiving food, a bed, a job, and clothing.
Some women joined the WAC merely as another escape from numerous
previous unsuccessful attempts to adjust themselves in civilian life. These were
maladjusted individuals who had never been able to fit into their environment
and used the Army as an opportunity to make another trial. These were the
problem personalities of the WAC
Probably an unrecognized motive in a certain number of women was the
desire to enlist in order to be with other women. Perhaps a very small number
were overtly homosexual, though this problem was never a serious one in the
WAC. It was anticipated that it would be more prevalent than it actually was.
The reaction to homosexuality was interesting. Many women were ignorant of
it prior to their coming into the WAC. Some were overconscious of it as a
possibility. There was a strong tendency toward "witch-hunting" on the part
of some prudish or sadistic officers, who suspected normal friendships of being
tinged with homosexuality. On the other hand, it was a surprise to many per-
sons, in and out of the WAC, to learn that some of the most efficient and
admirable women had homosexual tendencies.
Finally, a motive in some cases was the search for an opportunity to express
femininity. One must suspect, on the basis of psychological knowledge, how-
ever, that this was less frequently operative. Some women could have assumed,
justifiably, that here was a chance to do an important job within a woman's
capacity which would spare a man for a strictly masculine job. They must have
hoped that, like Army nurses, they might play something of the mother or the
sister role. Normal feminine urges to do secretarial and clerical work, house-
keeping and cooking, could find expression in enlistment, regardless of what
other desires might have been present Another aspect of this same motive was